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TRANS ALASKA PIPELINE SYSTEM local + cs +
IS FRIDAY DISCUSSION TOPIC AT UM
MISSOULA--
Charles E. Kay, a University of Montana alumnus, who is a habitat biologist with the 
Alaska Fish and Game Department, will discuss government monitoring during construction of 
the Trans Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS) Friday, Jan. 7, at UM.
Kay, who received his bachelor of science degree in wildlife biology with high honors 
in 1968 and master of science degree in environmental studies in 1973 at UM, will be the 
first speaker in the "Current Environmental Problems” course offered winter quarter at UM.
Friday's program, entitled "The Fuel Gas Line: A History o f  Environmental Noncompliance 
During Construction of the Trans Alaska Pipeline System," will be at noon in room 215 of the 
UM Women's Center. Kay will show slides during the program.
Dr. Meyer Chessin, U M  botany professor, who is the course coordinator, said the one- 
credit "Current Environmental Problems" course, listed as Botany 395 for undergraduate credit 
and Botany 595 for graduate credit, will include a series of environmentally related programs 
as a continuation of a similar course previously held at UM.
Friday's discussion and other lectures in the series will be open to the public without 
charge under the sponsorship of the UM Department o f  Botany. All the programs will be at 
noon Fridays in room 215 of the UM Women's Center.
Slides presented by Kay on Friday will detail the environmental difficulties encountered 
during construction of the 140-mile natural gas fuel line the Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. is 
building on the North Slope from Prudhoe Bay south to Pump Station No. 4. The natural gas is 
intended to fuel the turbine engines at the first four pump stations that will pump the hot 
oil in the main line pipe over the Brooks Range in Alaska.
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'•The problems that are being experienced during construction of the fuel gas line are 
a preview of the environmental consequences that will accompany any large-diameter natural
gas line that is built in the Arctic," Kay said.
Kay has traveled extensively throughout Alaska, northern Canada and the western U.S.
At UM, he worked in t.ie Environmental Studies Laboratory, specializing in the biological 
monitoring of air and water pollution. Kay, who has published several papers on his research 
has studied environmental problems in Colstrip, Anaconda and East Helena.
Other topics to be covered in the UM botany d e p a r t m e n t’s winter quarter series include 
"Uranium in the Environment"; "Noxious Weed Legislation"; "Biological Control of Weeds"; 
"Monitoring for Air Pollution in Missoula," and "Health Aspects Related to the Hanford
Nuclear Installation."
Faculty, staff and students from the University community, and the general public are 
encouraged to attend the winter quarter lecture series, Chessin said.
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